Study of oxidative transformations of easily available natural pentacyclic triterpenoids is of great interest from the view point of development of new methods for oxidative modification of natural products and syntheses of new derivatives of natural biologically active compounds. Oxidative decarboxylation with hydrogen peroxide in the presence of a mercury (II) salts was used for preparation of nor-hydroxy derivatives of acetyloleanolic and acetylursolic acids, with the reaction proceeding via the formation of nor-hydroperoxides.

